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Chapter Twelve 
APPENDIX 12.2 

 
 

LANDMAP BASELINE  

  
Review of Aspect Areas 

 
12.1 The sheets overleaf have been saved from the LANDMAP online database from the NRW 

website and cover all aspect areas located within the Study Area and ZTV. 
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12.2 The tables below identify the Aspect Areas that fall within the ZTV and Study Area.   
 

12.3 Further scoping for assessment identifies areas (shaded grey) for detailed assessment i.e. all 
host areas and areas with a High or Outstanding evaluation that have the theoretical 
potential to experience Significant indirect effects as a result of the proposed development. 
 

Visual and Sensory 

 

Unique ID Area Name Published classification 
and (Evaluation) 

Potential Landscape Character Effects  
(and Representative Viewpoints) 

CYNONVS833 Penderyn 
Hillside & Scarp Slopes 
Mosaic (Moderate) 

Host Area and surrounding landscape – 
Direct and Indirect intervisibility from close 
to long range  
(VPs A, B, C , D, G, H, I & L) 

CYNONVS522 Abedare Urban (Low) 

Indirect. Largely outwith the ZTV –
occasional close range theoretical 
intervisibility largely of stack top and  
building ridge (VP E & F) 

CYNONVS001 Tower Colliery Excavation (Low) 
Indirect. Theoretical medium to long range 
intervisibility – largely of stack top and 
building ridge (VP K) 

CYNONVS340 
Hirwaun 
Common 

Upland Grazing (High) 
Indirect. Theoretical long range 
intervisibility from elevated land  in context 
of opencast workings (VP J) 

CYNONVS580 St Gwynno 
Wooded Upland & Plateau 
(Moderate) 

Indirect. Theoretical long range 
intervisibility from ridge and upper slopes of 
Mynydd Beili-glas (VP N) 

CYNONVS890 
Craing 
Nantmelyn 

Hillside & Scarp Slopes 
Grazing (Moderate) 

Indirect. Theoretical long range 
intervisibility of stack top and building ridge 
south of Hirwaun and Penywaun 

CYNONVS735 Cadair Fawr Upland Grazing (High) 
Indirect long range intervisibility from 
elevated land east of Penderyn (VP M) 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
3 - 1 Enviroparks Hirwaun  Environmental Statement Addendum 

Cultural 
 

 
Historic 

 

 
 

Unique ID Area Name Published classification 
and (Evaluation) 

Potential Landscape Character Effects  
(and Representative Viewpoints) 

CYNONCL056 
Designated 
Landscape 
Areas 

Other Institutions (High) 

Host Area (south eastern part of Site) and 
land to the east where ZTV indicates ridge 
and stack top close range intervisibility.  
Also long range intervisibility from land to 
south of Hirwaun and Penywaun. 

CYNONCL044 
Brecon 
Beacons 
National Park 

Land Divisions 
(Outstanding) 

Host area (northwestern part of Site within 
BBNP) and land to the north and northeast. 
Frequent close to long range intervisibilty 
(VPs A. B, C, D, G, H & M). 

CYNONCL042 Hirwaun Heavy Industry (High) 
Indirect effects. South of Site with ZTV 
indicating limited close range intervisibility 
(VPs E & F). 

CYNONCL041 The Rhigos Sense of Place (High) 

Indirect effects. South and east of Site 
including Rhigos and environs and Hirwaun 
Common ZTV indicates frequent medium to 
long range intervisibility (VPs I, J, K, L & N).   

Unique ID Area Name Published classification 
and (Evaluation) 

Potential Landscape Character Effects  
(and Representative Viewpoints) 

CYNONHL117 
Cynon Valley 
Corridor 

Nucleated Settlement 
(Outstanding) 

Host Area and land in the valley  including 
the A465 corridor, Hirwaun and Rhigos. 
Close range intervisibility and restricted 
further afield (VPs A, B, C, E, F & I). 

CYNONHL176 Penderyn 
Other Fieldscapes 
(Outstanding) 

Indirect effects. Medium to long range 
intervisibility from elevated land around 
Pontbren Llywd and Penderyn (VPs D, G, H 
& M) 

CYNONHL183 Tower Colliery Reclaimed land (High) 
Indirect effects. Medium to long range 
intervisibility south of Hirwaun (VPs J & K) 

CYNONHL722 Cwm Wyrfa 
Regular Fieldscapes 
(Moderate) 

Indirect Effects.  Long range intervisibility 
south of Cefn Rhigos (VP L) 

CYNONHL687 
Rhondda 
Uplands 

Marginal Land 
(Outstanding) 

Indirect Effects. Long range intervisibility at 
Hirwaun Common (VPs J & N) 

CYNONHL903 
Hirwaun 
Common, 
Enclosure 

Regular Fieldscapes (High) 
Indirect Effects. Long range intervisbility 
south of Penywaun – building ridge and 
stack only 

CYNONHL150 
Moel 
Penderyn 

Marginal Land 
(Outstanding) 

Indirect effects only. Long range 
intervisbility from elevated land (VP H) 
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Landscape Habitats 
Note – Host Area only covered. Other Landscape Habitat Aspect Areas within the Study Area are not covered as 
there is no potential for significant indirect effects.  

 
 

Geological Landscape 
Note – Hoist Area only covered. Other Geological Aspect Areas within the Study Area are not covered as there 
is no potential for significant indirect effects. 

 
 

Unique ID Area Name Published classification 
and (Evaluation) 

Potential Landscape Character Effects  

CYNONLH051 Not given Mosaic (Outstanding) 

Host Area and immediately adjoining land. 
Direct landscape impacts focusses on 
additions to the landscape structure on the 
site and the relationship to adjoining 
vegetation/habitats. 

Unique ID Area Name Published classification 
and (Evaluation) 

Potential Landscape Character Effects  

CYNONGL028 Rhigos 
Glacial Mountain Valley 
(Outstanding) 

Host Area and immediately adjoining land. 
Limited potential for significant effects as 
existing ground levels would remain largely 
unchanged. 
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT  
 

12.4 All host areas have been included for the five LANDMAP layers.  Other aspect areas have been scoped 
for inclusion where the published Evaluation is High or Outstanding i.e. where there is the potential 
for Significant indirect effects on Landscape Character. 
 

12.5 The assessment below focuses on the worst case scenario i.e. Operational at Year 1 winter, with any 
Significant effects shaded grey. Construction effects are covered in the main chapter text together 
with Year 15 effects (where Significant Year 1 effects only have been identified). 
 

12.6 Cross reference to Viewpoints has been included; however the assessment of effects on the key 
characteristics of the landscape as recorded in the LANDMAP is different to an assessment of the 
impact of the Proposed Development on the visual amenity as experienced by human receptors. In 
theory there can be indirect effects from a Proposed Development on aspect areas within the wider 
study area without intervisibility, however in reality for developments of this nature most indirect 
effects do not occur unless there is some level of intervisibility. 

Area Name 
(Unique ID) 

Value Susceptibility  
to Change 

Sensitivity Magnitude 
Landscape Character 
Effect (Year 1 
winter) 

Visual and Sensory 

Penderyn 
(CYNONVS833) 

Medium 

Direct and 
Indirect 
Effects: 
Medium 

Medium 

Very Large to Medium  at 
close to medium range 
(e.g. VPs A, B, C, D & H) 

Major to 
Moderate/Major 
(Significant)  

Small to Very Small at 
medium to long range 
(e.g. VPs G, I & L) 

Minor (Not Significant) 

Hirwaun 
Common 
(CYNONVS340) 

High 
Indirect 
Effects: Low 

Medium 
Very Small at long range 
(e.g. VP J) 

Minor (Not Significant) 

Cadair fawr 
(CYNONVS735) 

High 
Indirect 
Effects: Low 

Medium 
Small at long range (e.g. 
VP M) 

Minor/Moderate  
(Not Significant) 

Cultural Landscape  

Designated 
Landscape 
Areas 
(CYNONCL056) 

High 
Direct and 
Indirect 
effects: Low 

Medium 

No direct or indirect 
effects upon prehistoric 
monuments, redundant 
industrial workings or 
forestry 

Neutral (No effect) 

BBNP  
(CYNONCL044) 

Very 
High 

Direct and 
Indirect 
effects: 
Medium 

High 

Close range: Proposed 
Development within 
infrastructure of 
established industrial 
estate within the BBNP  
(VPs A, B, C & D): 
Medium 

Moderate/Major 
(Significant) 

At medium to long range 
as above (VPs G, H and 
M): Very Small to 
Medium 

Moderate/Major 
(Significant) to  
Minor/Moderate  
(Not Significant) 

Hirwaun 
(CYNONCL042) 

High 
Indirect 
Effects: Low 

Medium 
Generally limited at close 
to medium range 

Minor/Moderate  
(Not Significant) 
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intervisibility and within 
context of industrial 
estate: Small to Medium 
(VPs E & F).   

The Rhigos 
(CYNONCL041) 

High 
Indirect 
Effects: Low 

Medium 

Generally limited 
intervisibility and within 
context of industrial 
estate: Small to Very 
Small (VPs I, J, K, L & N).   

Minor  
(Not Significant) 

Historic Landscape  

Cynon Valley 
Corridor 
(CYNONHL117) 

Very 
High 

Direct and 
Indirect 
effects: Low 

Medium to 
High 

Close to long range: No 
effect on the key 
characteristics of the 
urban and industrial 
transport and 
communication corridor 
(VPs A, B, C, E, F & I) 

Neutral  
(Not Significant) 

Penderyn 
(CYNONHL176) 

Very 
High 

Indirect 
Effects: Very 
Low 

Medium 

Medium to long range: 
No effect on the key 
characteristics of 
prehistoric funerary 
activity & medieval/post 
medieval fieldscape (VPs 
D, G, H & M) 

Neutral  
(Not Significant) 

Tower Colliery 
(CYNONHL183) 

High 
Indirect 
Effects: Very 
Low 

Low to 
Medium 

Medium to long range: 
No effect on the key 
characteristics of  19

th
 to 

20
th

 century extractive 
activity (VPs J & K) 

Neutral  
(Not Significant) 

Rhondda 
Uplands 
(CYNONHL687) 

Very 
High 

Indirect 
Effects: Very 
Low 

Medium 

Long range: No effect on 
the key characteristics of  
prehistoric and funerary 
monuments (VPs J & N) 

Neutral (Not 
Significant) 

Hirwaun 
Common, 
Enclosure 
(CYNONHL903) 

High 
Indirect 
Effects: Very 
Low 

Medium 

Long range: No effect on 
the key characteristics of  
regular fieldscape and 
turf-stone wall field 
boundaries  

Neutral  
(Not Significant) 

Moel 
Penderyn 
(CYNONHL150) 

Very 
High 

Indirect 
Effects: Very 
Low 

Medium 

Long range: No effect on 
the key characteristics of  
the historic tramway on 
the eastern side of the 
hill (outwith ZTV) 

Neutral  
(Not Significant) 

Landscape Habitats  

CYNONLH051 
Very 
High 

Low Medium 

Small (beneficial) from 
addition of native 
perimeter tree and shrub 
planting 

Minor/Moderate 
beneficial  
(Not Significant) 

Geological Landscape  

CYNONGL028 
Very 
High 

Low (at a Site 
level) 

Medium 
Very Small from minor 
changes to ground levels 
within Site 

Minor  
(Not Significant) 
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